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Arti st s D o c u m e nt ati o n Pr o gr a m ( A D P) I nt er vi e w Vi d e o I n d e x  

 

Arti st:  Ri c h ar d S err a  
D at e:  F e br u ar y 2 7, 2 0 1 2  
L o c ati o n: T h e M e nil C oll e cti o n  
I nt er vi e w er:  Br a d E pl e y 
Vi d e o / E dit: L a uri e M c D o n al d  
T ot al R u n Ti m e:  0 0: 3 9: 4 7  
 

A b str a ct:  
Artist Ri c h ar d S err a dis c u s s es his w or k wit h Artist s D o c u m e nt ati o n Pr o gr a m C o -dir e ct or a n d 
M e nil C hi ef C o n s er v at or, Br a d E pl e y. T h e dis c u s si o n f o c u s es pri m aril y o n t h e m at eri als a n d 
m et h o d s t h at S err a u s e d t o cr e at e his p ai nt sti c k w or k s o n p a p er a n d c a n v a s, w hi c h h e d es cri b es 
a s dr a wi n gs. T hr o u g h o ut t h e i nt er vi e w, S err a r efl e ct s o n his wis h es f or t h e w or k s’ f ut ur e 
c o n s er v ati o n.  

 

 
C o ntr oll e d A c c e s s H e a di n g s ( Li br ar y of C o n gr e s s):  
C or p or at e N a m e(s)  

A n dr e w W. M ell o n F o u n d ati o n  
Artist s D o c u m e nt ati o n Pr o gr a m  
H ar v ar d U ni v ersit y. Art M u s e u ms  
M e nil C oll e cti o n ( H o u st o n, T e x.)  
W hit n e y M u s e u m of A m eri c a n Art  

G e nr e(s)  
I nt er vi e ws 
Or al hist ori es  

P ers o n al N a m e(s)  
E pl e y, Br a df or d  
M c D o n al d, L a uri e  
S err a, Ri c h ar d, 1 9 3 9 - 

S u bj e ct(s)  
Art --C o n s er v ati o n a n d r est or ati o n  
Artist s’ m at eri als  
Art --T e c h ni q u e  
Dr a wi n g  

 

E x hi biti o n s / W or k s:  
N a m es of e x hi biti o n s a n d w or k s r ef er e n c e d d uri n g t his i nt er vi e w a p p e ar  b el o w i n gr a y  c ell s . 
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C o ntr oll e d V o c a b ul ar y : 
E x c e pt w h er e i n di c at e d, all k e y w or d s e m pl o y G ett y v o c a b ul ari es ( A A T / U L A N/ T G N).   T h o s e m ar k e d w it h 
( *) e m pl o y Li br ar y of C o n gr es s A ut h oriti es.  T h o s e m ar k e d wit h ( * *) e m pl o y  l o c al t er ms. 

 

Ti m e  C o nt e nt s  S u bj e ct K e y w or d s  

0 0: 0 0: 0 1  O p e ni n g Cr e dit s   

0 0: 0 0: 5 1  I ntr o d u cti o n 
Br a d E pl e y, Ri c h ar d S err a  
 

 

0 0: 0 0: 5 5  ( E x hi biti o n R ef er e n c e) 
“ Ri c h ar d S err a Dr a wi n g: A R etr o s p e cti v e ”  
T h e M e nil C oll e cti o n  
M ar c h 2 -J u n e 1 0, 2 0 1 2 
 

 

0 0: 0 1: 1 3  T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s a n d C o n c e pt / N at ur e of W or k  
S err a dis c u s s es his u s e of p ai nt sti c k a n d t h e r el ati o n s hi p b et w e e n 
m at eri al a n d f or m.  
 

artists’ m at eri als  
f or m ( c o m p o siti o n 
c o n c e pts)  
p ai nt sti c k * *  
W elli v er, N eil G.  

0 0: 0 2: 5 6  T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s a n d C o n c e pt / N at ur e of W or k  
S err a d es cri b es h o w h e m o difi e d p ai nt sti c k s a n d us e d t h e m t o 
cr e at e dr a wi n gs o n a l ar g er s c al e. H e als o d es cri b es t h e 
r el ati o n s hi p s a m o n g his s m all er dr a wi n gs, his l ar g er dr a wi n gs, a n d 
t h e ar c hit e ct ur al s p a c es t h at t h e y i n h a bit. 
 

ar c hit e ct ur e ( o bj e ct 
g e nr e)  
artists’ m at eri als  
dr a wi n gs ( vis u al w or ks)  
i n v e nti o n 
J o h ns, J a s p er 
li n e n ( m at eri al) 
m elti n g  
p ai nt sti c k * *  
p a p er (fi b er pr o d u ct)  
P oll o c k, J a c ks o n  
s c al e (r el ati v e si z e)  

0 0: 0 4: 4 2  (I m a g e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
P a cifi c J u d s o n M ur p h y , 1 9 7 8 
E x hi biti o n c o p y  
Pri v at e c oll e cti o n   
 

 

0 0: 0 5: 1 3  T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s  
S err a d es cri b es a pr o c es s b y w hi c h h e cr e at e d dr a wi n gs, u si n g 
wi n d o w s cr e e n s a n d p ai nt sti c k, a n d i ns cri bi n g his i m a g e t hr o u g h 
t h e v ers o of a s h e et of p a p er. 
 

dr a wi n g (i m a g e -m a ki n g)  
dr a wi n gs ( vis u al w or ks)  
p ai nt sti c k * *  
p a p er (fi b er pr o d u ct)  
v ers o s  
wi n d o w s cr e e ns  

0 0: 0 5: 1 4  (I m a g e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
Bl a c k Tr a c k s , 2 0 0 2 
C oll e cti o n of S all y a n d W y n n Kr a m ar s k y, N e w Y or k  
 

 

0 0: 0 6: 1 3  (I m a g e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
Bl a c k Tr a c k s , 2 0 0 2 
C oll e cti o n of S all y a n d W y n n Kr a m ar s k y, N e w Y or k  
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0 0: 0 6: 3 0  (I m a g e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
A Dr a wi n g i n Fi v e P art s , 2 0 0 5 
T h e M etr o p olit a n M u s e u m of Art, N e w Y or k,  
D e ni s e a n d A n dr e w S a ul F u n d, 2 0 1 1, 2 0 1 1. 5 1 2 a - e 
 

 

0 0: 0 6: 3 4  T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s  
S err a d es cri b es a n ot h er pr o c e s s b y w hi c h h e cr e at e d dr a wi n gs, 
u si n g lit h o gr a p hi c cr a y o n s a n d M yl ar.  
 

dr a wi n g (i m a g e -m a ki n g)  
lit h o gr a p hi c cr a y o ns 
M yl ar ( T M)  
tr a ns p ar e n c y ( o pti c al 
pr o p ert y)  

0 0: 0 8: 1 1  C o n c e pt / N at ur e of W or k  
S err a dis c u s s es t h e i m pli c ati o n s of u si n g m att er t o i nf or m o n e’ s 
w or k, c o ntr a sti n g his pr a cti c e wit h t h e pr a cti c es of y o u n g er artist s.  
 

artists’ m at eri als  
cr e ati vit y  
di git al i m a gi n g  
Gr otj a h n, M ar k, 1 9 6 8 - * 
h a n d m a d e  
i n v e nti o n 
W o ol, C hrist o p h er  
y o ut h  

0 0: 0 9: 2 9  C o n c e pt / N at ur e of W or k  
S err a d es cri b es h o w h e diff er e nti at es b et w e e n p ai nti n g a n d 
dr a wi n g i n his w or k. H e t h e n dis c u s s es his o n e p arti c ul ar s eri es of 
dr a wi n gs i n r el ati o n t o ot h er tr a diti o n s of dr a wi n g a n d p ai nti n g.  
 

A bstr a ct E x pr es si o ni st  
art hist or y  
dr a wi n g (i m a g e -m a ki n g)  
E ur o p e a n  
p ai nti n g (i m a g e -m a ki n g)  
p ai nt sti c k  
R e d o n, O dil o n  
S e ur at, G e or g es  

0 0: 1 0: 2 0  (I m a g e) 
E m ers o n , 2 0 1 0 
T h e M e nil C oll e cti o n, H o u st o n,  
Gift of Fr a n c e s Ditt m er i n h o n or of L o ui s a St u d e S ar ofi m a n d J a ni e 
C. L e e; a n d gift of Mi c h a el a n d Di a n e C a n n o n i n h o n or of M ari o n 
B art h el m e  
 

 

0 0: 1 0: 4 2  (I m a g e s) 
o ut -of -r o u n d I X, 1 9 9 9 
W hit n e y M u s e u m of A m eri c a n Art, N e w Y or k;  
p ur c h a s e wit h f u n d s fr o m J a m e s H e d g e s a n d a n a n o n y m o u s 
d o n or, 2 0 0 1. 1 0  
 
o ut -of -r o u n d X, 1 9 9 9 
Pri v at e c oll e cti o n  
 

 

0 0: 1 1: 4 1  Pr o c e s s of Cr e ati o n a n d T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s  
S err a e x pl ai n s w hi c h m et h o d s h e u s e d t o cr e at e his diff er e nt s eri es 
of dr a wi n gs, i n cl u di n g t h o s e dr a wi n gs t h at h e w or k e d fr o m t h e 
fr o nt, t h o s e t h at h e w or k e d fr o m b e hi n d, a n d dr a wi n gs f or w hi c h h e 
u s e d a t e m pl at e.  
 
 

dr a wi n g (i m a g e -m a ki n g)  
f o ot pri nts (f o ot 
i m pr es si o ns) 
pr o c ess es  
r e ct o s 
S err a, S h elt er * *  
t e c h ni q u e s ( pr o c ess e s) 
t e m pl at e s ( s h a pi n g 
t o ols) 
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v ers o s  
w alls  
wi n d o w s cr e e ns  

0 0: 1 1: 4 7  (I m a g e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
A Dr a wi n g i n Fi v e P art s , 2 0 0 5 
T h e M etr o p olit a n M u s e u m of Art, N e w Y or k,  
D e ni s e a n d A n dr e w S a ul F u n d, 2 0 1 1, 2 0 1 1. 5 1 2 a - e 
 

 

0 0: 1 2 4 4  (I m a g e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
I n stit uti o n ali z e d A b str a ct Art, 1 9 7 6 / 2 0 1 1 
C oll e cti o n of t h e arti st  
 

 

0 0: 1 3: 0 3  C o n c e pt / N at ur e of W or k  a n d T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s  
S err a d es cri b es t h e m at eri als a n d m et h o d s t h at h e u s es t o d efi n e or 
diff u s e e d g es i n his w or k s. S p e cifi c all y, h e dis c u s s es his u s e of 
wi n d o w s cr e e n s. H e als o dis c u s s es t h e r el ati o n s hi p b et w e e n 
pr o c es s a n d pr o d u ct i n his w or k.  
 

e d g e s ( o bj e ct p orti o ns)  
f oil ( m et al) 
pr o c ess es  
t a p e ( m at eri al s) 
t e m pl at e s ( s h a pi n g 
t o ols) 
t e m pl at e s ( s h a pi n g 
t o ols) 
wi n d o w s cr e e ns  

0 0: 1 3: 0 4  (I m a g e) 
Pitt s b ur g h , 1 9 9 5 
M u s e u m of M o d er n Art, N e w Y or k  
Gift of t h e D e ni s e a n d A n dr e w S a ul F u n d a n d T h e E d w ar d J o h n 
N o bl e F o u n d ati o n  
 

 

0 0: 1 5: 1 8  (I m a g e) 
R o b ert Fr a n k , 1 9 9 7 
Pri v at e C oll e cti o n  
 

 

0 0: 1 5: 4 1  T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s  
S err a dis c u s s es t h e pr o c es s b y w hi c h h e m a ni p ul at es s urf a c e 
pr o p erti es of his w or k s. H e als o d es cri b es h o w his i n st all ati o n 
dr a wi n gs w or k i n r el ati o n t o t h e vi e w er’ s b o d y.  
 

e x p eri m e nt ati o n  
s urf a c e pr o p erti e s  
s urf a c es ( o bj e ct 
p orti o ns)  
wi n d o w s cr e e ns  

0 0: 1 6: 4 8  C o n c e pt / N at ur e of W or k  
S err a c o nti n u es t o d es cri b e h o w his i n st all ati o n w or k s f u n cti o n i n 
r el ati o n t o t h e vi e w er a n d t o his or h er b o d y. 

fl o ors ( s urf a c e el e m e nts) 
i nst all ati o ns ( vis u al 
w or ks)  
o pti c al ill usi o n  
vi e w ers ( o bs er v ers)  
w alls  

0 0: 1 7: 0 2  (I m a g e) 
T w o C or n er C ut: Hi g h L o w, 2 0 1 2  
C oll e cti o n of t h e arti st  
 

 

0 0: 1 8: 3 7  ( Art w or k R ef er e n c e) 
A b str a ct Sl a v er y,  1 9 7 4  
C oll e cti o n of t h e Kr öll er -M üll er M u s e u m,  
Ott erl o, T h e N et h erl a n d s  
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0 0: 2 1: 3 3  T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s  
S err a o utli n es s p e cifi c ati o n s r e q uir e d t o m o u nt his i n st all ati o n 
dr a wi n gs. H e t h e n c o ntr a st s t h e i n st all ati o n s of his w or k at t h e 
M etr o p olit a n M u s e u m of Art a n d at t h e M e nil C oll e cti o n.  
  

i nst all ati o ns ( vis u al 
w or ks)  
M e nil C oll e cti o n  
M etr o p olit a n M us e u m 
of Art  
s p e cifi c ati o ns  
w ei g ht ( attri b ut e s a n d 
pr o p erti es)  
 

0 0: 2 4: 0 9   C o n c e pt / N at ur e of W or k  
S err a r efl e ct s o n t h e s urf a c e pr o p erti es of his w or k a n d t h e 
i m p ort a n c e of t h e ori gi n al o bj e ct. 

c a n v a s  
d u c k (t e xtil e)  
p ai nt sti c k * *  
P ulit z er, E mil y R a u h * 
r a b bit s ki n gl u e 
R ot h k o C h a p el ( H o ust o n, 
T e x.) * 
s urf a c e pr o p erti e s  
w a s h ( c o ati n g)  

0 0: 2 4: 4 1  (I m a g e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
T ar a v al B e a c h , 1 9 7 7 / 2 0 1 1 
E x hi biti o n c o p y  
S a n Fr a n ci s c o M u s e u m of M o d er n Art, P h ylli s C. W atti s F u n d f or 
M aj or A c c e s si o n s  
 

 

0 0: 2 4: 5 5  (I m a g e) 
D et ail of s urf a c e of a w or k o n c a n v a s  

 

0 0: 2 6: 5 0  T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s a n d C o n s er v ati o n I s s u e s  
S err a d es cri b es a g e -r el at e d p h e n o m e n a i n his l ar g e-s c al e dr a wi n gs 
o n p a p er: oil bl e e d d u e t o his u s e of p ai nt sti c k; a n d effl or es c e n c e 
d u e t o his us e of p ar affi n. E pl e y s h ar es r es ult s of a c h e mi c al a n al y sis 
t h at t h e M e nil c o n d u ct e d o n s o m e of t h e artist’ s m at eri als. S err a 
off ers his o pi ni o n s r e g ar di n g tr e at m e nt of his w or k s.  

artists’ m at eri als  
bl e e di n g ( s e e pi n g)  
c h e mi c al a n al ysi s  
cl e a ni n g  
effl or es c e n c e  
d ust  
Hir o mi P a p ers, I n c. * *  
M us e u m of M o d er n Art  
oil p ai nt ( p ai nt)  
p ai nt sti c k * *  
p a p er (fi b er pr o d u ct)  
p ar affi n ( w a x)  
R ot h k o C h a p el ( H o ust o n, 
T e x.) * 
s ol v e nt  

0 0: 2 7: 3 4  (I m a g e) 
“ Ri c h ar d S err a Dr a wi n g: A R etr o s p e cti v e ” 
T h e M e nil C oll e cti o n  
M ar c h 2 - J u n e 1 0, 2 0 1 2  
I n st all ati o n vi e w of oil bl e e d o n r o u n d s s h o wi n g c ol or c h a n g e 
 

 

0 0: 3 0: 3 2  T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s a n d C o n s er v ati o n I s s u e s  
S err a r es p o n d s t o s e v er al q u esti o n s fr o m E pl e y r e g ar di n g t h e 

B el gi a n li n e n  
Cr a n m er, D a n a * *  
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arti st’ s pr ef er e n c es f or tr e at m e nt of his w or k s.  H e t h e n d es cri b es 
t h e m at eri als a n d t e c h ni q u es t h at h e t y pi c all y us es t o cr e at e his 
i n st all ati o n dr a wi n gs. 
 

g ess o  
oil p ai nt ( p ai nt)  
p ai nt sti c k * *  
r a b bit s ki n gl u e 
stri p-li ni n g 

0 0: 3 1: 1 7  (I m a g e) 
C o m pr e s s e d B el o w , 2 0 0 1, ( d et ail of s w elli n g i n c e nt er) 
Pri v at e C oll e cti o n  
 

 

0 0: 3 2: 5 0  C o n s er v ati o n I s s u e s  a n d T e c h ni c al S p e cifi c ati o n s  
S err a off ers his o pi ni o n s r e g ar di n g tr e at m e nt of his i n st all ati o n 
dr a wi n gs i n t h e e v e nt of d a m a g e t o t h e m. H e als o off ers his 
o pi ni o n s r e g ar di n g t h e pl a n arit y a n d t o n alit y of his D e a d w ei g ht  
dr a wi n gs, i n w hi c h t h e p a p er o v erl a p s a n d i n w hi c h S err a e m pl o y e d 
p ai nt sti c k.  H e bri efl y dis c u ss es t h e m at eri als h e u s e d t o cr e at e his 
F or g e d Dr a wi n g s . 
 

B erri, Cl a u d e *  
c a n v a s  
d a m a g e  
p a p er (fi b er pr o d u ct)  
oil p ai nt ( p ai nt)  
p ai nt sti c k * *  
pl a n arit y * *  
r est or ati o n ( pr o c ess) 
r es urf a ci n g * * 
st e el ( all o y)  
t o n e ( c ol or eff e ct) 

0 0: 3 4: 2 3  (I m a g e s) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
D e a d w ei g ht ( T h e H e d g e h o g a n d t h e F o x) , 1 9 9 1 ( d et ail s of p a p er 
o v erl a p)  
C oll e cti o n of t h e Arti st  
 

 

0 0: 3 4: 5 0  ( Art w or k R ef er e n c e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
D o u bl e Rift # 3 , 2 0 1 1 
Pri v at e c oll e cti o n  
 

 

0 0: 3 5: 2 3  ( Art w or k R ef er e n c e) 
Ri c h ar d S err a  
F or g e d Dr a wi n g i n F o ur P art s ( O ct a g o n, Cir cl e, R e ct a n gl e, S q u ar e) , 
1 9 7 7 / 2 0 0 8  
Pri v at e c oll e cti o n  
 

 

0 0: 3 6: 0 5  E x hi biti o n a n d C o n c e pt / N at ur e of W or k  
S err a r efl e ct s o n t h e M e nil C oll e cti o n a s a n e x hi biti o n v e n u e f or his 
w or k.  
 

Afri c a n ( c o nti n e nt)  
C hiri c o, Gi or gi o d e  
C o ut uri er, M ari e -Al ai n  
C y T w o m bl y G all er y, T h e 
M e nil C oll e cti o n * *  
Er nst, M a x  
Fl a vi n, D a n  
M a gritt e, R e n é  
N e w m a n, B ar n ett  
r eli gi o n ( dis ci pli n e) 
R o n c h a m p  
R ot h k o C h a p el ( H o ust o n, 
T e x.) * 
R ot h k o, M ar k  
S urr e alist  

0 0: 3 8: 3 2  E x hi biti o n  artifi ci al li g ht  



A D P I nt er vi e w Vi d e o I n d e x  
I n d e x ed b y:  H e at h er N o dl er, J ul y 2 0 1 2  

Vi d e o: a d p 2 0 1 2 a _ 2 0 1 2 0 2 2 7 _ 0 0 4 v a. m p 4 / I nt er vi e w #:  VI 2 0 0 0 -0 2 0. 2 0 1 2 a / I nt er vi e w d at e: 0 2/ 2 7/ 2 0 1 2  

7  

S err a e x pr es s es his o pi ni o n s r e g ar di n g li g hti n g of his w or k s.  
 

c ol or ( p er c ei v e d 
attri b ut e)  
li g hti n g 
s u nli g ht  

0 0: 3 8: 5 8  Cl o si n g Cr e dit s   

 


